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Journalism tips from
established reporters

Megha Jha

On November 15, 2022, the
department of Media Science
and Journalism of Brainware
University organized a webi-
nar on the topic The Opportu-
nities and Challenges in Print
Media: A master session for
budding reporters. P2

Battle of words

Anisha Sarkar

An inter-departmental de-
bate competition was held
2022 at

. The
event began at 1lam. The
first round was held in the
seminar room of UB 2 and
the last round was held
in the Moot Court of the
same building. The event
was held in harmony with
the observance of the Vig-
ilance Awareness Week.P4
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Masterclass with
an ad guru. P4

Sheuli Mondal
Throughout my school life, I've
had a special connection with the
stage and the microphone. That’s

why, whes ot the chance to host

the Freshers’ 2022
take me lon,
For the ver

event, it didn’t

first time
in my university life, T was about
to host an offline event! The
thought was both exciting and
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tinged with apprehension
The departments of
Media Science and Journalism,
nd Multimedia, Cy-
and Math
came together 1o celebrate the
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beginning of the new journey of
the new students. On October 20,
the g atmosphere of the
Auditorium made it clear that the
day was going to be fabulous. As
we started our programme with

scinatin,
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the blessings of our chief guest,
Assistant Registrar Anandita Das
and other faculty members of
pective departments, the
couldn’t wait for the pro-
amme 0 begin

The unscripted tussle
between Kaif and me was some-
thing the audience enjoyed in be
tween the cultural activities. The
welcome song by Vianca Dhar
was absolutely perfect to set the
ambience. As the day proceeded.
we got to witness lots of talent

hubs from all the departments.
with

Juniors, along

their seniors, were enjoying a lot
as they danced to the tunes of
music being played. As the vol-
unteers were distributing gifts, the
freshers couldn’t hide their happi-
ness. All these scenes were much
om the stage.

Besides fun-filled ac
tivities, even the serious events
like recitation by Anannya
Chakraborty, along with Aiyushe
Maity’s dance, touched the hearts
of the youngsters

As we had lots of

more spellbinds

events, it took us much longer

FE are wifew waE
gag @3 fere |, 2

1 &

st c&by of msj

than the given time (does it matter
when we enjoyed it so much? The
programme ended with a fabulous
performance by the University
band. Of course

wanted it to go fora lo

of time but then we had to finish
somewhere!

As a host and part of
the event management team, I feel
the event was fun filled, enjoyed
but still conducted with discipline.
1 couldn’t help bei
by Anannya’s recitation and Ar-
ghya's flute playing. I need to
mention the contributions of my
co-hosts Abir da and Soumi di

mpressed

from the department of Animation
and Multimed
Kaif from the
partment. It was fun working
1 gained a brother, a sister, a
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Interview at Gandhi statue
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Journalism tips from established reporters

Megha Jha

On November 15, 2022, the
department of Media Science
and Journalism of Brainware
University organized a webinar
on the topic The Opportunities
and Challenges in Print Media:
A master session for budding
reporters.

Two
journalists,
reporter for The Telegraph in
Delhi,
independent journalist Dipanjan
Sinha, were the guest speakers.

mainstream
media veteran

Pheroze Vincent, and

The session was moderated
by assistant professor of the
department Jennifer Shaheen
Hussain and coordinated by
assistant Ahana
Ganguly. There were 61 budding
reporters paid  rapt
attention to the guest speakers

professor
who

for their future in this stream.
‘The duo shared life happenings
and the situations they had faced
in this profession. The session
talked practically on the whole
range of reporting/writing.

The takeaways for the students
were: Field reporting is facing a
hugeissue in terms of verification
of information. The purpose of a

Department

fence and Journalism
Webinar ¢

The Dppnﬂu; ies & Challenges
in Print Media: A Master Session for the
Budding Reporters

LN LWL N

field report in social science is
to describe the observation of
people, places or events and to
analyse that observation data in
order to identify.
Question of verification with
mobile phones. Communicating
with common people to get a
sense of what people feel or think
should be there in the story.
What  type  of
journalism people want to
choose will show in what they
write, the speakers said. The

question arose on how to deal
with fake news that often falls
into the pattern. The guest
speakers pointed out that:

1) Journalism is in a state of
considerable flux. The news
media landscape has changed
drammatically over the past
decades. The content of rumours
would be similar and rarely
there will be witnesses. The
rumours would gain currency
and would be imprinted upon
the minds of witnesses as reality.

ﬁaﬁwmﬁmﬁmﬁ@

Ml ATANTA  CSTAAL,
o TR il R G
FIMHCS A IHTOR (IR GG

R TR SRNGAR 167 S,
uAE BeMEA WAE W
e agfer I @ AR
e TEA 8 R,
TRCH CPREAR O G
oft  opEEE e
W GTA ¢b O I o
e, wE e THIR
e @ S Ty MR

T SRl WER (IS
AT I3 I | @A
ora e g shmE
AM FHY T R TR
oo el <fret e | eIeTR
% S AR e
R as fFg @@
qr T fofe sw e

AE  IAPAE TS
Rz, sm ffife @ @R
oy wfrm Spfeers fefi am
VoI 4@ ¥ e I

T 1 @3 FE IEE Aqd
omref I, ofe Iew afem
foorefee AnY AR e
TR ThEe foel @ afe
T ST A CRMGA e |

TS 9% ISR A I,
oA FeYR B 1Y
QR WeR AW T qw

Lastly, fake or real news have to
do due diligence by speaking to
competent authorities.

2) A story that is very good or
bad is not usually true. When
have many quotes
available, all are either from

stories.

secondary sources or without

pragmatically-

Does he/she love telling stories?
Can he/she spend more than
half-an-hour reading and more
than one newspaper everyday?
Does he/she like reading?

If the answer is yes, become a
journalist at any publicationin

any evidence. any medium and language
3) Sometimes the news is not  known.

fake but exaggerated. If the answer is no, then

there are other satisfying and

On communication: rewarding jobs that need

1) Research on subject before skills of  communication

speaking to your source. language, design, art and

2) Dom get intimated or feel photography. These include

Knowledge is power.  flim/d y-making,

Rigour commands attention, publishing, research,

if not respect. If something is
not known say no. Ignorance
is tolerated much more than
dishonesty. Listen to uplifting
music, chew gum if feeling
nervous. Humans feel anxiety
because they are humans. Speak
clearly and slowly. Practice
makes one perfect and brave.
‘The speakers recommended that
reporters should raise questions
in order to break the bigger
stories.

On the profession:

The journalists asked frequent
questions and gave answers

advertising/ branding, corporate
communications/public
relations
advised the students to try and
write 100 words every day in a
diary or blog.

They keep
learning and unlearning skill
in their life and what they want
in life. Reading a page or writing
a few words a day excercises
our mind- greatest assest in any
profession.

‘The two guests ended the session

etc.Moreover, they

will

by extending their best wishes to

the fledgling journalists.

Shruti Shaw
Chhat Puja reminds every Hin-
du of their hometown. It is one
+ of the famous festival of Hindu
Tt is basically celebrated twice
« a year ,first time we celebrate
haitri Chhat and second time
Kartikey Chhat . People wor-
ship Chhat Mata and offer
argha to the sun has special
significance in this worship.
Not only in Bihar ,Jharkhand
and up but it is also celebrated
in Nepal ,Mauritius and other
ountries very enthusiastically.

Chhat is a four day
long festival it starts with a bath
on this day, food is prepared af-
er bathing in the holy water of
he Ganges . On this day gram

Anoushka Dutta

% To spread awareness about the
harmful effects of firecrackers
burst during Kali Puja and Di-
wali, an organization named
Paschim Banga Bigyan Man-
+ cha (Bandel-Mogra division)
ollaborated with Tarun Dal
: Puja Committee during Kali
Puja. The organisation urged
people not to fire firecrack-
* ers during this festive time.
As part of their efforts, they
% organised various drama and
programmes and put up post-
ers on relevant topics. A draw-
ing competition on this theme
* was organised a day before
Kali PujaFor organizing this

Tarun

Dal, gourd vegetables and roti
are consumed. Salt is not used
in food after taking bath. Sec-
ond day is known as kharna,
people who observe fast on the
day of kharna makes Prasad.
Khir is made in the Prasad of
kharna . Jaggery is used in-
stead of sugar in this khir. Ni-
jala fast begins after eating the
Prasad. Chhat mata is worship
on the third day on the banks
of the river , the setting sun is
offered argha with cows milk
and water along with this spe-
cial Prasad called Thekua and
fruits are offered . On the last
day of this festival everyone’s
face blossoms as soon as the
sun rises. Argha is offered to

: Celebrating Chhath Puja

the rising sun after which fast-
ing people breaks their fast by
eating Prasad. After this the
Pooja is completed by distrib-
uting Prasad among many peo-
ple in the ghat . Every Hindu
family doesn’t do Chhat, but
everyone unite together during
the festival in different Ganga
Ghats to celebrate and encour-
age the people who are fasting.

Chhat fasting is not
an easy task it is celebrated
for longevity of husband and
children it is also believed
that if you observe Chhat fast
with the sincere heart all your
wishes will be . Apart from
Hindus, people of all religion
are always up for the help to
the people who are fasting and
all throughout the way keep
on distributing tea and snacks
to the people who are coming
from the family of the people
observing family along with
rest all present there . Hence
it is dedicated to sun to show
gratitude and thankful for the
best doing and bounties of life
on earth to request that certain
wishes be granted.

Laudable attempt to
ban firecrackers

Pollution Control Board.

This  awareness
programme was also in place
during Chhath Puja. Chil-
dren took part in this aware-

ness At dam,

Dal Puja Committee was nom-
inated for an award from the

some members of Paschim
Banga Bigyan Mancha (Ban-

Budding Brainware reporters test their skills at Maidan

Continued from page 1
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Students interviewing the protesters at the Gandhi statue
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del-Mogra division), as well
as some children, went to the
Chinsurah ferry ghat and tried
to create awareness by telling
the devotees not to burst fire-
crackers to thereby help reduce
pollution and keep people safe
and healthy.
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Glimpse of Festival of lights Horo Kali colony, Dum-
Dum. Picture by Ankita Dutta
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" The Earth sings in flowers.
Picture by Esheka Mitra

Barasat K1]1 pUJd panda sand idol.
Picture by Shruti shaw
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Unique experience of Masterclass with the ad guru

Zlne Fest 2022

Imon Das

It's true to say that the
term  “Zine” was complete-
ly new to me and when |
heard that a Zine fest would

be held in our Brainware
University ~ on  November
16, 1 was introduced
to  the tem  “Zine".

The very first

question that came to my mind
was: why is the Zine fest being
held on November 167
Was  there any signifi-
cance to this special day? I
gradually came to know
that every year on Novem-
ber 16, National Press Day is
observed to  commemo-
rate the establishment of the
Press Council of India. This
year marks the 56 th anni-
versary of the Press Coun-
cil of India’s foundation. It is
frequently referred to as
the voice of the powerless
since the free press acts as a
common channel of commu-
nication. And in commem-
orating this National Press
Day, the university's Me-
dia Science and Journalism
department  organized  the
Zine fest.

The entire Uni-
versity was decorated with
colourful posters, wonderful
photographs by the pho-

Zine Fest celebratmn on Brainware University campus

to Jjoumalists, some inspir-
ing quotes, inspiring images
and art  works, countless
zines, fest banners, wind
chimes. There were two
special things those were
really spectacular and
eye-catching. One was “The

Headline  Archive of In-
dia,” collections of newspa-
per headlines and secondly,
the  wonderful zine that
our department’s se-
niors and also my beloved
classmates had made.

What was extreme-
ly interesting was that every sin-
gle zine had a bunch of social
messages. That was real-

Ujjwal Kumar Mondal performs

Subham Chatterjee, winner of the debate
Anisha Sarkar

An inter-departmental de-
bate competition was held
on November 2, 2022 at
Brainware University. The
event began at 1lam. The
first round was held in the
seminar room of UB 2 and
the last round was held
in the Moot Court of the
same building. The event
was held in harmony with
the observance of the Vig-
ilance  Awareness Week.
Each partici-
pant began by expressing
their opinions on the sub-
ject they had chosen from
the three given opuans

1. The judiciary should
apply judicial activ-
ism in such a man-
ner so that there is
no judicial overreach.

2. Should capital pun-
ishment  be  abol-
ished in India?

3. Media Trials: A
tool  for justice?

However,  the

majority of students chose
the second and third op-
tions. Unsurprisingly, this

debate led to a wide spec-
trum of contrasting views
and the points presented by
the students were accept-
ed by the spectators with

ly fabulous. Teachers as
well as students from other
departments  also took part
in the fest. And they bought
several  zines from  the
students of our BSc Media
Science & Journalism batch.

Students of our
department and some of our
classmates  interviewed some
faculties, as well as some
students of other depart-
ments. Teachers of other
departments also gave their
valuable feedback on how
much he/she enjoyed  the
fest and their overall ex-
periences. We took pho-
tographs  with our faculty

2T T

Battle of words

cheers and claps. The com-
petition was so interesting
with the exchange of stu-
dent’s perspective by equal-
ly stating the merits and
demerits of the given topics.

The event
was judged by Kabita
Chakraborty from Depart-
ment of law, Librarian Ban-
dana Basu, Dr Saileswar
Ghosh and Biplab Chandra,
Assistant  Librarian. Stu-
dents from Law, English
and Media Science and
Journalism departments
participated in this event
with  great enthusiasm.

The  competi-
tion’s winners spoke about
their experiences with this
event. Subham Chatterjee
from the law department,
who won this competition,
said “It was an amazing ex-
perience. It was indeed a
pleasure for me to win the
event as | was represent-
ing the entire department
and the pressure was high

members, our
friends, seniors and also our
heartthrob  rock  performers.
At the final stage of the cul-
tural fest, we had a boom-
ing rap sensation. That was
really too good. Our de-
partment’s  students,
classmates  Ujjwal

Mondal and Dwaipayan per-
formed duets as well as

solo. Another student of our
also :

class, Anirban Sarkar,
took a part in the musical
session. He gave a soulful
solo  performance.

I hope this day

will be successful for us in the
years to come and Brainware will

on me to go through this”
The first runner-up from the
English department, Taat-
parjyo Moitra, also recount-
ed his story. “I was shocked
and delighted. My expec-
tations were quite low as

there were so many talented :
speakers in the competition

but seeing myself reach sec-

ond place gave me an intense
feeling of joy and a boost to :

my self-esteem. I look for-
ward to future competitions
s0 I can see myself improve.”

The second run-
ner-up Aiyushi Maity from
the department of Media
Science and Journalism,
shared her experience stat-
ing, “The last time I parti

ipated in a debate was back : oo \hen it deals with
when 1 went to school. It 1 g, ", higtorically valued
 monument, it also contained
those moments. It was trulya :

was truly refreshing to relive

pleasure to compete against
my worthy opponents”

The event
concluded with a

Searching in the darkness:
The Fermi Paradox

Taatparjyo Moitra

Enrico Fermi, an Ital-
ian-American physicist, and
his friends were discussing
the topic of aliens. Fermi
would ask quite a simple
question: “But, where is ev-
erybody?” The Fermi Par-
adox is a simple question
which results in a complex
and  frightening  answer.

Where are they?
August 15, 1977.
Astronomer Jerry R. Ehman
discovered that the Ohio State
University radio telescope had
recorded something surpris-
ing. Strong radio signals from
near the Saggitarius constella-
tion. Ehman wrote “WOW!”
over the transcript of the
signals, the signal is now
called the “WOW Signal”.
No one
knows exactly from where
it originated. Mankind has
yet to receive such a strong
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signal from space again.
Why have we

not found evidence of ex-
traterrestrial intelligent life?

Answer 1: A galaxy of us
and dust

We are a plan-
et, surrounded by darkness
and silence. Our best efforts
of communication have been
screams in a void. When sci-
entists look at the several
failed attempts to find some
life outside, they conclude that
we might truly be alone. They
concur that life is truly a rare

.
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giftand we live isolated, float-
ing through the empty space.
If

in-
telligent life exists, they
are beyond the reaches

of our most potent tech-
nology. To all intents and
purposes, we are alone.

Answer 2: The great filter

The theory of The
Great Filter wonders whether
every intelligent species be-
fore us faced some challenge
they couldn’t overcome. A
challenge so great that no spe-
cies has yet survived it. Some

say the challenge every intel-
ligent species faced is nuclear
warfare. Most of them would
go extinct due to the destruc-
tive power of nuclear weap-
ons. Other conjecture is about
resource depletion. All intell
gent species ran out of natural
resources and went extinct.
What about us? Re-
source shortage is an inten-
sifying worry and nuclear
warfare is becoming a greater
threat in current political envi-
ronment. Is there worse situa-

tions to come? A situation so :
: change the stereotype. But

disastrous that humanity will
be another name on the list
of species that went extinct?

Where does it leave us?

No answer can :

bring peace. Where are we
in the universe? What hap-
pened to others? Is there

anyone else? We have yet :
to find answers. Maybe our :
i never ever let her stepmother
existence. :

loneliness can be a reason
to cherish our

beloved |
On November 5, 2022 the

our :
Kumar :

thank
note to the jury members :

i wondered what

pe -
Prahlad Kakkar lights the inaugral lamp

Priyantani Kashyapi

Heritage Institute of Technol-
ogy organised a masterclass
on advertising and brand-
ing: from ideas to execution.

The master-
class was conducted by the
legendary adman and ad
filmmaker as well
founder of Genesis film pro-
duction, Prahlad Kakkar.
Heritage invited students with
their faculties from different
institutions and  universities

: and one of them was Brain-

ware  University, Barasat.
The students from the depart-
ment of Media Science and
Joumalism joined the event
with their faculty members.

The masterclass
was interactive with Kakkar
presenting as well as sharing
his knowledge and thoughts

 from experience . He started
: the class saying that dreams
: are the stories we should col-

lect, we should all look to the

Payal Dhauria

{ Ram Setu is an action-ad-

venture film directed by
Abhishek Sharma and as the
name suggests, is about the
actual Ram Setu and how
its existence is going to get

| damaged when a business
: tycoon plans on building a

shipping canal and an ar-
chaeologist named Aryan is
given the responsibility to
prove that the existence of
Ram Setu is not man-made
but a natural occurrence due
to sedimentation instead.

This  film re-
volves around Aryan and the
passion he puts in his adven-
ture to find information about
the Setu and the travails
and life-threatening  dan-
gers that comes during and
afterwards, in order to not
let him and his team reveal
the findings to the public.

While the film
had a simple and uncompli-
cated plot that successfully
keeps itself on the line from
getting disrespectful and of-

Aiyushe Maity

{ There is no point denying
: that we all, at some point in
i our lives, have been obsessed
¢ with Disney movies or Dis-
i ney characters.

It was the
dream of every little girl to
grow up and become a prin-

: cess. Wear long floral gowns,

stroll in the magical garden
of the palace and wait for the
phenomenal moment when
Prince Charming comes in
and scoops you off your feet.
Disney movies have always
portrayed the female protago-
nistsas the “damsel in distress”.

But things have
changed. With the release of
new princesses like Moana,
Mulan and Princess Meri-
da, Disney is now trying to

what about the
princesses  like
Snow White,

previous
Cinderella,
Belle? Ever

their  sto-
ry would have been if they
were 21st Century feminists?
Starting off with the most fa-
vourite princess of all time -
Cinderella. First things first, |
think Gen Z Cinderella would

and sisters treat her like that.

future because it is a dream
and we can’t live without
dreams and hopes as the past
comprises our nightmares.
He presented a few ads which
were made by him and as
well as by the other directors.
As he discussed each adver-
tisement, he shared their re-

markable history. The first ad
he showed was the famous
dairy milk ad by Piyush Pan-
dey. He said Pandey used
Hindi as a powerful idiom
to connect with the country.
Kakkar also dwelt on ads
which were made by him.
One short memory he shared

with us was that when they
were working on the ad of
Pepsi with Sachin Tendulkar,
the children who were brought
for the advertisement had
no clue that they're going to
work with Sachin Tendulkar.
Half of the advertisement has
everyone’s face covered with
Tendulkar’s facemask so the
children didn’t doubt anything.
Then the moment Sachin re-
moved his mask, the children
were delirious with happi-
ness, the glow of their faces
was natural, so they decided
to put in that perticular clip.

Other adver-
tisements made by him hold
a deep meaning within them
as well. He pointed out each
and every detail that goes
into creating a masterpiece.
At the end of the engross-
ing session, a few questions
came from students and fac-
ulties side. Kakkar answered
each  questions thorough-

ly and in a interactive way.

He certainly
made our students leam some-
thing which was unforgettable.

some stunning visuals that
looked fantastic during the
parts with the on-location
shooting. But it rather lacked
when it comes to the special
effects. At times it looked vi-
sually awkward, dodgy and
even comical with its editing
and delivery of the scenes.

The film con-

tained some big names in
the cast list with Akshay
Kumar as Aryan. He made
this i

film

worthy with his natural flu-
ency in the action sections,
especially during the chase
sequences, but on the other
hand, Jacqueline Fernan-
dez as Dr Sandra Rebello
the environmentalist was
unconvincing.  Nushratt
Bharuccha as Prof. Gayatri
Kulshrestha and Aryan’s
wife, tries her best to deliv-
er her performance but her
character ends up becoming
and awkward to

As a young
woman of 21st Century, she
would be well aware of her
rights and privileges. She
still might sneak out of her
house to attend a party but in-
stead of wearing a long gown
she would choose some-
thing more comfortable like
a short dress which she can
hide undereath an oversized
hoodie. Lastly, she would
never ever get married to the
prince. Because why would
she? The man didn’t even
remember her face and had
to go from door to door with
one of her slippers. Cinderel-
la does not need a man who
cannot even treat her right.
Next comes Snow White. The
very first thing she would do
will be to change her name be-

cause let’s be very honest, it is
kind off racist. She will waste
no time to call her stepmoth-
er out on twitter. She would
do everything in her power
to cancel her step mother be-
cause she only cares about be-
ing “the fairest in the world”.

#All_colors_are_beau-
tiful would be her go-to
hashtag. Snow White would
also follow in the footsteps
of Cinderella and dump her
prince because who kisses
someone without consent?
Duh!l have a feeling that Ra-
punzel would definitely dye
her hair multiple colours be-
cause her hair is too good not
to experiment with. She also
might just shave her hair off
after being tired of the same
look. I think that Rapunzel

watch as the movie proceeds.

The film had the
potential to become a great
action-adventure  sequence
of this year, with its some-
what interesting storyline
along with its well-made
background score, but due
to the many small unrefined
and unfiltered details, the
flaws of this film strained
the screen, thereby evoking
a very mixed response from
the critics and audience ahke

Dlsney princesses as Gen Z feminists

NG
should definitely marry the
prince because that man gen-
uinely put in efforts for her.
He rode to her palace every-
day through miles and miles
of forest, climbed up the long
tower to only catch a glimpse
of her. She would still keep
the frying pan ready just in
case he starts to act up though.

Jasmine has al-
ways been a feminist, to be very
honest. Her clothes, her body
language and her sassy way of
talking proves my point. Noth-
ing much would change if she
shows up in 21st Century but |
do think she would refuse Alad-
din’s advances. She would never
get married to a thief. She would
rule her father’s kingdom alone
and quite ably until a worthy
prince or princess comes by.




